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(54) GRADATION CORRECTING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To judge reliability with which an input image is backlight 
scene and a backlight degree in a backlight scene by a picture 
processing and simultaneously to judge reliability with which an input 
image is figure photographing scene and a figure degree in order to 
achieve highly precise discrimination process for forming an optimum 
gradation correcting curve by judging an input image to make a video- 
print having a backlight condition or non-beautiful skin color of a 
person higher image quality. 

CONSTITUTION: A backlight judging part 103 judges backlight from 
brightness and shape of a dark part by blocking and binarizing the 
image and calculates backlight degree from estimation of face 
brightness of the person. A person judging part 104 judges the 
presence of the person from chromaticity and brightness of skin color 
and calculates pereon degree from skin color brightness. Reliability of 
a scene characteristic is calculated from the backlight judging part 
103, the figure judging part 104, a category classifying part 105 and a 
scene information deciding part 106 and the gradation correcting of 
the optimum picture is performed by inputting these pieces of 
information into a gradation correcting part 1 07. Consequently, an 
image judging result with higher precision hereto can be obtained and 
optimum gradation correcting to the image is attained. 
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